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UNITED KINGDOM (ENGLAND AND WALES)

BACKGROUND

Academic Calendar September-June

What is year nine called? Form Three, Key Stage Three, Year Nine

Where is year nine typically located? Final year of lower secondary school

Native Language(s) English

GRADUATION TIMELINE

Varies (11, 12 or 13) See document-specific timelines below.

Acceptable Forms of Proof of High School Graduation
This section is divided into three “tiers.” All tiers are acceptable forms of proof of high school 
graduation. Each tier has a separate expected timeline for completion and builds upon the 
previous tier.
Tier One
1. General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) [Must pass five or more GCSE 

examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high school 
graduation] 

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

2. International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) [Must pass five or more 

IGCSE examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high 
school graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

3. Level 1/Level 2 Certificates [Must pass five or more Level 1/Level 2 Certificate examinations in 
separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high school graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August
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4. General Certificate of Education (GCE) Ordinary Level (O-level) examinations [Must pass five 

or more O-level examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of 
high school graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

5. General National Vocational Qualifications (GNVQ or NVQ) Intermediate Level (Level 2)

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

6. International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) Core Examinations  
[Must pass five or more IGCSE Core Examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an 
acceptable form of proof of high school graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Cambridge Issuing Body

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

Tier Two
The expected timeline for completion of all tier two acceptable forms of proof of high school 

graduation is upon successful on-time completion of year 12. Earning a Tier Two-acceptable form 
of proof of high school graduation will advance the expected date of high school graduation one 

year from the on-time expected timeline of a Tier One document.
1. General Certificate of Education, Advanced Subsidiary Level (GCE) AS-level examinations [Must 

pass two or more AS-level examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form 
of proof of high school graduation] 

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

2. International Advanced Subsidiary Level (AS-level) Examinations, Oxford Cambridge and RSA 
Examinations (OCR) Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary Levels [Must pass two or more AS-level 

examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high school 
graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August
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3. Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR) Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Oxford/Cambridge

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

4. Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR) Level 3 National Technical Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Oxford/Cambridge

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

5. One Advanced Subsidiary (AS-level) examination and one Advanced (A-level) examination 
pass in two differing subjects (i.e., one AS-level in physics and one A-level in history)

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

6. UAL Level 3 Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body UAL

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

7. Level 3 Diploma in Business and Management

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years (four years or eight semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Awards for Training and Higher Education

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

8. NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 year timeline (four years or eight semesters from 
start of year 9)

Issuing Body NCFE CACHE

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

9. ATHE Level 3 Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years total

Issuing Body ATHE

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July
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10. Cambridge Technical (CTEC) Level 3 Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 12 years total

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

11. AQA Level 3 Certificate Mathematical Studies

Expected Timeline of Completion

12 years total (four years or 8 semesters from initial 
enrollment in year nine) when combined with any other 
acceptable exam-based Tier Two credential (e.g., two 
of the above-named credentials, or one of the above-
named credentials and one AS-level examination 
credential).

12. Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics in Context

Expected Timeline of Completion

12 years total (four years or 8 semesters from initial 
enrollment in year nine) when combined with any other 
acceptable exam-based Tier Two credential (e.g., two 
of the above-named credentials, or one of the above-
named credentials and one AS-level examination 
credential).

13. OCR Level 3 Certificate in Core Maths A

Expected Timeline of Completion

12 years total (four years or 8 semesters from initial 
enrollment in year nine) when combined with any other 
acceptable exam-based Tier Two credential (e.g., two 
of the above-named credentials, or one of the above-
named credentials and one AS-level examination 
credential).

14. OCR Level 3 Certificate in Core Maths B credentials

Expected Timeline of Completion

12 years total (four years or 8 semesters from initial 
enrollment in year nine) when combined with any other 
acceptable exam-based Tier Two credential (e.g., two 
of the above-named credentials, or one of the above-
named credentials and one AS-level examination 
credential).

Tier Three
The expected timeline for completion of all Tier Three-acceptable forms of proof of high school 

graduation is upon successful on-time completion of year 13. Earning a Tier Three-acceptable 
form of proof of high school graduation will advance the expected date of high school graduation 

one year from the on-time expected timeline of a Tier Two document, or two years beyond the 

on-time completion of a Tier One document.
1. General Certificate of Education, Advanced Level (GCE A-level) examinations, Oxford 

Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR) Level 3 Advanced Level [Must pass two or more 

A-level examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high 
school graduation]
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Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

2. International Advanced Level (A-level) examinations [Must pass two or more A-level 

examinations in separate subjects to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high school 
graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

3. General National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ or NVQ) Advanced Level (Level 3)

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

4. Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR) Level 3 Cambridge Technical  
Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Oxford/Cambridge

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

5. Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations (OCR) Level 3 National Technical  
Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Oxford/Cambridge

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

6. Cambridge Pre-University Diploma [Pre-U Diploma]

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

7. Pre-U Certificate in Principle Subject [Must pass two or more separate Pre-U Principle subjects 
to qualify as an acceptable form of proof of high school graduation]

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)
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Issuing Body Cambridge

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) August

8. NCFE Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport and Activity 

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body NCFE

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June

9. UAL Level 3 Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body UAL

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

10. VTCT Level 3 Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Vocational Training Charitable Trust (VTCT)

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

11. BTEC Level 3 Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Pearson/Edexcel

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

12. BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Pearson/Edexcel

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

13. BTEC International Level 3 Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Pearson/Edexcel

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

14. BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Pearson/Edexcel

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July



Page 573

15. BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Sport

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Pearson/Edexcel

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

16. BTEC Level 3 International Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years (five years or 10 semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Pearson/Edexcel

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

17. NCFE Level 3 Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 year timeline (five years or 10 semesters from start 
of year 9)

Issuing Body NCFE CACHE

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

18. T-Levels

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 year timeline (five years or 10 semesters from start 
of year 9)

Issuing Body Varies

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

19. Cambridge Technical (CTEC) Level 3 Extended Diploma

Expected Timeline of Completion 13 years total

Issuing Body Various examination boards

First Available Date of Issue (Typical) June/July

NOT Acceptable Forms of Proof of High School Graduation
1. GCSE Short Course Examinations

Expected Timeline of Completion 11 years (three years or six semesters from the initial 
start of year nine)

Issuing Body Various examination boards

Document Type Certificate
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2. BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate 
in Sport

3. BTEC Level 3 National Foundation Diploma 

in Sport

4. BTEC (All BTEC documents at Level 2 and 
below)

5. BTEC First Certificate
6. BTEC First Diploma

7. BTEC Foundation Diploma

8. BTEC Introductory Certificate
9. BTEC Introductory Diploma

10. BTEC Level 3 90 Credit Diploma

11. BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma

12. BTEC International Level 3 Certificate

13. BTEC International Level 3  

Subsidiary Diploma

14. BTEC International Level 3 Foundation 

Diploma

15. Cambridge Pre-university Certificate  
(Pre-U Certificate)

16. City and Guilds Level 3 Diploma

17. Colleges of Further Education

18. National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) 
Foundation Level

19. Pitman Qualifications
20. Vocational Certificate of Education (VCE)
21. BTEC International Level 3 Certificate
22. BTEC International Level 3  

Subsidary Diploma

Grading Scales
For school transcripts in years nine through 11 (form three through form five), if alpha grades 
are present, apply the GCSE grading scale. For year 12, if alpha grades are present, apply the 

AS Level grading scale. For year 13, if alpha grades are present, apply the A-level grading scale.

GCSE

NUMERIC GRADE U.S. GRADE EQUIVALENT QUALITY POINTS

7, 8, 9 A 4

5, 6 B 3

4 C 2

1, 2 ,3 F 0

U F 0

GCSE

 GRADE
U.S. GRADE  

EQUIVALENT
QUALITY 
POINTS

 GRADE
U.S. GRADE  

EQUIVALENT
QUALITY 
POINTS

A A 4 E C 2

B B 3 F D 1

C B 3 G D 1 

D C 2 Ungraded F 0



Page 575

GCE: ORDINARY LEVEL (O-LEVEL) EXAMINATIONS

GRADE NUMERIC GRADE U.S. GRADE EQUIVALENT QUALITY POINTS

A 1 A 4

B 2 B 3

C 3 C 2

D 4 D 1

E 5 D 1

F, G, H - F 0

ADVANCED LEVEL (AS-LEVEL, OCR LEVEL 3 AS/A LEVEL AND A-LEVEL/A2 LEVEL) EXAMINATIONS

 GRADE
U.S. GRADE  

EQUIVALENT
QUALITY 
POINTS

 GRADE
U.S. GRADE  

EQUIVALENT
QUALITY 
POINTS

A A 4 E C 2

B B 3 N, O F 0

C B 3 U

D C 2

ADVANCED LEVEL (MODULAR SCHEME) EXAMINATIONS

NUMERIC GRADE U.S. GRADE EQUIVALENT QUALITY POINTS

1 A 4

2 B 3

3 C 2 (lowest passing grade)

BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION COUNCIL/BTEC AND  
CAMBRIDGE PRE-UNIVERSITY DIPLOMA

 GRADE U.S. GRADE EQUIVALENT QUALITY POINTS

Distinction A 4

Merit B 3

Pass C 2 (lowest passing grade)

CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION (IGCSE) –  
ALPHA SCALE

GRADE U.S. GRADE EQUIVALENT QUALITY POINTS

A A 4

B B 3

C B 3
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D C 2

E C 2

F D 1

G D 1

Ungraded F 0

Crediting Section
BTEC CREDITS

UNITS UNITS CERTIFIED 

10 1.0

5 0.5
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Important Information:
 » The following are less commonly known course titles approved for use in an  

academic certification: 
 ENGLISH/NATIVE 

 LANGUAGE MATH SCIENCE SOCIAL SCIENCE ADDITIONAL 
COURSES

Communications Methods in 
Mathematics

Anatomy for Sport 
and Exercise (BTEC 
Level 3 Course only)

Business 
Communication 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Philosophy

Business 
Communication 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Anatomy and 
Physiology (BTEC 
Level 3 National 
Diploma or Level 3 
National Extended 
Diploma Course 
only) 

Citizenship 
(earned 2010 
and after).

Religious 
Studies B

English as a 
Second Language 
(Cambridge/
Pearson/Edexcel 
examination only)

Body in Action 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Citizenship, 
Diversity and the 
Public (BTEC Level 
3 Course only).

Philosophy & 
Ethics

Environmental 
Management

Classical 
Civilization.

Environmental 
Science & 
Environmental 
Management 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Communication 
and Culture.

Human Physiology 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Global 
Perspectives.

Principles of 
Anatomy and 
Physiology in Sport 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Humanities.

Sport and Exercise 
Physiology (BTEC 
Level 3 Course Only)

Modern Studies

Psychology 
for Sports 
Performance 
(BTEC Level 3 
Course only)

Sport and Exercise 
Psychology (BTEC 
Level 3 Course 
only)

World 
Development

Business and/or 
Business Studies 
(AS or A Level)



 º Only BTEC coursework listed on a Level 3 document and included on the approved 
course list (above) can be considered for use in an academic certification. Those 
not listed as either approved or not approved  will not be pursued by academic 

certification.
 º Although most credentials in the United Kingdom are exam-based, the BTEC path 

of study is transcript-based. Courses taken at Level 3 are eligible for use in the 
certification (use the list of approved/not approved  courses in the BTEC path of 
study for reference). Identical courses taken as part of multiple BTEC credentials 
(ie., BTEC Level 3 Diploma and BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma) are considered 
duplicative with one another.

 º “Attainment” or “Achievement” grades issued will be considered, if present. If not 
present, “Current Working Grade” or “Current Grade” may be used if present. If 
not present, “Predicted Grade” may be considered. If no comparable terminology is 
present, a task may be assigned for clarification for format clarification.

 º Applications in Mathematics.
 º Current Issues in Sport.
 º Environmental Education and 

Sustainability for Outdoor 

Adventurous Activities.
 º Film Studies.
 º General Studies.
 º Human Health and Physiology.
 º ICT (Information and 

Communication Technology).
 º Media Studies.
 º Professional Development in  

Sports Industry.
 º Religious Studies.
 º Research Methods in Sport.
 º Sports Psychology.
 º Not approved  BTEC Level 3 Courses:

 > Physiology of Fitness.
 > Scientific Principles Module.
 > Social Aspects of Sport.
 > Social Principals of Sport.
 > Sport and Society.
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If (I)GCSE exam results are used in the certification and the student earns a “double award” in a subject, it can be 
awareded double credit for the course/exam title

Reference Documents
 » Course Title Usage guide.
 » Determination of Credit resource.
 » International initial-eligibility flyer.
 » Information on tasks assigned to 

student-athlete accounts.

 » NCAA Guide of International 
Academic Standards for Athletics 
Eligibility PDF.

 » Country-specific webpages.
 » Multi-country references.

 » The following course titles have been reviewed and not approved for use in an  

academic certification:


